Practical methods to improve transfusion safety by using novel blood unit and patient identification systems.
Human error is a leading cause of transfusion-associated death. Many of these events are associated with a failure to comply with established unit-recipient identification protocols. Although several dedicated systems designed to minimize this problem are currently available, none of them have been sufficiently challenged by the various conditions that exist in diverse clinical settings. However, data available for computer-based recognition procedures and for a disposable blood bag combination lock, which precludes access to the blood before it is properly identified, are encouraging.